CHIEF JUSTICE’S REMARKS
ON THE OPENING OF THE COURTS
JANUARY 4™ 2006

ON BEHALF OF THE JUDICIARY AND THE JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION, I
WELCOME AND THANK EACH OF YOU FOR SHOWING US THE COURTESY
OF TAKING TIME TO SHARE IN THIS OCCASION.

| FIRST OF ALL THANK PASTOR AL EBANKS OF THE AGAPE CHURCH FOR
HIS INSPIRING PRAYER WHICH SO APPROPRIATELY REMINDS US OF THE
HIGHER CALLING TO WHICH WE MUST ALL RESPOND. AND TO HIS WIFE,
MRS. EBANKS, WELCOME.

I NOTE IN PARTICULAR, THE PRESENCE OF THE HON. LEADER OF
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, THE HON. CHIEF SECRETARY AND MRS.
McCARTHY, THE HON. MINISTERS McLAUGHLIN, McLEAN, EDEN, AND
CLIFFORD, AND THE HON. FINANCIAL SECRETARY, AND THANK EACH OF
YOU FOR THE SUPPORT FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE WHICH
YOUR PRESENCE SO IMPORTANTLY SYMBOLIZES.

| MUST ALSO IMMEDIATELY WELCOME THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
(AND MRS. KERNOHAN) TO THIS, WHICH WE EXPECT WILL BE THE FIRST
OF MANY OPENINGS OF THE COURT. THROUGH YOU, COMMISSIONER,
PLEASE ALLOW ME ALSO TO CONVEY ON BEHALF OF THE
ADMINISTRATION AND INDEED, THE PUBLIC ON WHOSE BEHALF WE ALL
SERVE, GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION TO YOUR FINE MEN AND WOMEN

IN UNIFORM FOR THEIR RESPLENDENT GUARD OF HONOUR. EVERYONE



WILL UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE ALSO OF THEIR DEMONSTRATION
OF SUPPORT FOR THE ROLE OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN THE

RULE OF LAW.

I NOW INVITE THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO MAKE THE
MOTION FOR THE OPENING OF THE LEGAL YEAR AND OTHER COUNSEL TO

GIVE THEIR SUPPORT IN TURN TO THE MOTION.

EX TEMPORARE RESPONSES WERE MADE TO THE SPEECHES OF

=

THE HON. SAMUEL BULGIN, Q.C., ATTORNEY GENERAL

2. MR. WAYNE PANTON - PRESIDENT OF THE CAYMANIAN BAR
ASSOCIATION

3. MR. CHARLES QUIN, Q.C. (ON BEHALF OF MR. CHARLES
JENNINGS, PRESIDENT OF THE LAW SOCIETY)

4. MR. RAMON ALBERGA, Q.C. (AT THE INVITATION OF THE COURT)

THE REPORT

AS OUR SOCIETY CONTINUED ITS REMARKABLE RECOVERY IN THE
AFTERMATH OF THE HURRICANE, ACTIVITY IN THE COURTS IN VARIOUS

WAYS REFLECTED, AS IT ALWAYS DOES, THE SOCIAL MILIEU.

BUT WHILE THERE WERE SOME PROPERTY DISPUTES AS BETWEEN
LANDLORD AND TENANT, BUYER AND SELLER, CHARGOR AND CHARGEE
AND SOME HIGHLY PUBLICISED ACTIONS - SUCH AS THE DYOLL AND
INDIES SUITES MATTERS; THERE HAPPILY WAS NOT THE DELUGE OF
INSURANCE OR OTHER STORM RELATED ACTIONS WHICH WERE WIDELY

ANTICIPATED.



INSTEAD, AS THE STATISTICS TO BE CITED LATER WILL DEMONSTRATE, IT
WAS IN THE MAIN A TYPICAL YEAR FOR LITIGATION IN ALL CATEGORIES
ACROSS THE BOARD, SAVE ONE - THE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS FOR
THE GENERAL AND LIMITED ADMISSIONS OF ATTORNEYS AT LAW TO
PRACTICE IN THE JURISIDCTION. THERE WERE 70 GENERAL ADMISSIONS
UP FROM 49 IN 2004, AND 77 LIMITED ADMISSIONS, UP FROM 39 IN 2004 - IN
EACH CATEGORY THE LARGEST SINGLE ANNUAL INCREASE EVER
RECORDED. AS A RESULT, THERE ARE NOW 472 ATTORNEYS GENERALLY

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS.

I THINK THE CONTINUING EXPANSION OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION IS A
WELCOME SIGN OF THE GROWTH OF OUR OFFSHORE SERVICES INDUSTRY,
AS THE APPLICANTS ALMOST INVARIABLY ATTEST TO THE INTENTION TO
WORK IN THE CAPITAL MARKETS SECTOR. THIS IS A POINT WELL MADE IN
MR. QUIN’S PRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE LAW

SOCIETY, MR. JENNINGS.

THE SAME FORCES OF DEMAND AND SUPPLY WOULD, HOWEVER, ALSO
SUGGEST A GROWING DEMAND FOR LOCALLY TRAINED ATTORNEYS IN
THAT SECTOR OF THE INDUSTRY; BUT THIS, UNFORTUNATELY, IS NOT
REPRESENTED IN THE NUMBER OF THEM BEING EMPLOYED THERE. AS
CHAIRMAN OF THE LEGAL ADVISORY COUNCIL HAVING OVERSIGHT OF
THE EXCELLENT TRAINING PROGRAMME BEING DELIVERED BY OUR LAW

SCHOOL AND OVERSIGHT OF CERTAIN OTHER ASPECTS OF THE



PROFESSION, | BELIEVE THAT EARNEST AND OBJECTIVE CONSIDERATION

NEEDS TO BE GIVEN TO THE REASONS FOR THIS TENDENCY.

ALSO, FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE JUDICIARY AS A WHOLE WE
BELIEVE, THAT THOUGHT NEEDS TO BE GIVEN TO THE REASON WHY SO
FEW OF THE LARGE NUMBERS BEING ADMITTED TO PRACTICE ARE

COMING TO PRACTICE AT THE CRIMINAL BAR.

WHILE WE ARE PERENNIALLY APPRECIATIVE OF THE STERLING SERVICE
GIVEN BY OUR FEW AND ABLE CRIMINAL PRACTITIONERS, WE MUST
RENEW THE APPEAL FOR MORE OF YOU TO DO THIS VITALLY IMPORTANT
WORK. THE STATISTICS REFERENCING THE NUMBER OF CRIMINAL CASES
WILL CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE THE NEED.

AT 77, THE EVEN LARGER NUMBER OF LIMITED ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR,
TELLS A DIFFERENT BUT EQUALLY INTERESTING STORY. THESE, AS THE
ATTORNEYS WHO PRACTICE AT THE BAR WILL KNOW, REFLECT THE
INCREASING NUMBER OF LEADING COUNSEL WHO ARE BROUGHT IN TO
ARGUE THE MORE DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL
CASES WHICH AS A DISTINCT CATEGORY, ARE THEMSELVES ALWAYS
INCREASING IN NUMBER. WHILE THIS ALSO POSITIVELY REFLECTS UPON
THE INCREASING SOPHISTICATION OF THE JURISDICTION AND ITS
RECOGNIZED ABILITY TO RESOLVE IMPORTANT DISPUTES IN A TIMELY
AND ACCEPTABLE MANNER, IT ALSO, OF COURSE, TRANSLATES INTO

GREATER DEMAND FOR COURT AND JUDGES’ TIME AND GREATER



ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR COURT STAFF. IT ALSO DIRECTLY

CONTRIBUTES TO THE NEED FOR BIGGER INFRASTRUCTURE.

IN RESPECT OF MANY OF THESE CASES WHICH CREATE SUCH
DISPROPORTIONATE DEMANDS UPON THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, VERY
MODEST FEES ARE PAID TO THE PUBLIC COFFERS.

THIS IS A DISPARITY WHICH WE ANTICIPATE WILL SHORTLY BE
REDRESSED BY A NEW FEE STRUCTURE WHICH HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED

TO CABINET.

THE FURTHER MATTERS TO BE REPORTED ON WILL BY NOW BE
REGARDED AS RECURRING SUBJECTS OF NOTE. THIS YEAR HOWEVER,
AND WITH SOME BASIS IN REALITY, | THINK THEY ARE TO BE SEEN AS
COMING TO FRUITION. AS THE PERSON YEAR AFTER YEAR RESPONSIBLE
FOR RENEWING THE PLEDGE EMBODIED IN THESE INITIATIVES, | TRUST
THAT IN TIME, MY OPTIMISM WILL BE VINDICATED AS SOMETHING MORE

THAN MERELY “HOPE RESTING ETERNAL IN THE HUMAN BREAST”.

NEW COURTS BUILDING PROJECT AND FAMILY COURT

RECENTLY, IN HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE BUDGET DEBATE, THE HON.
LEADER OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS INFORMED THE PUBLIC THAT THE
FUNDING FOR THE COURTS BUILDING PROJECT WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE
CAPITAL ACQUISTIONS FOR THE RESTORATION AND NEW DEVELOPMENT

OF GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS.



AS | EXPLAINED LAST YEAR, THE SITE FOR THE BUILDING IS ALREADY
LARGELY ACQUIRED AND THE REMAINDER SOON TO BE ACQUIRED. THAT
ACQUISTION PROCESS IS NOT YET COMPLETE, BUT I AM ASSURED SOON

WILL BE.

THERE IS ONE FURTHER ASPECT OF THIS PROJECT WHICH SHOULD BE
MENTIONED NOW: EXPERIENCE BEFORE OUR COURTS HAS SHOWN THAT
THE CASES INVOLVING THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF OUR CHILDREN
AND YOUNG ADULTS ARE BY NO MEANS AS EFFECTIVELY DEALT WITH AS
THEY SHOULD BE. FROM MY OWN OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIENCE, ONE
MAJOR CAUSE OF THIS IS THE LACK OF CONTINUITY AND FOCUS IN THE

TREATMENT OF SUCH CASES.

BY PUTTING THESE CASES INTO A SEGREGATED ADMINISTRATIVE AND
JUDICIAL SYSTEM WHICH IS DEDICATED TO DEALING WITH THEM, I
BELIEVE THAT SUCH SHORTCOMINGS CAN BE MADE A THING OF PAST.
THEIR CONSEQUENCES CAN BE VERY HARMFUL: TOO OFTEN HAVE WE
SEEN CASES INVOLVING CHILDREN UNDER CARE AND PROTECTION OR
EVEN WARDSHIP ORDERS, BEING DEALT WITH YEAR AFTER YEAR IN THE
SYSTEM WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF THE REGULAR OVERSIGHT OR

MANDATE OF THE COURTS.

IT HAS BEEN SAID BEFORE, BUT WORTH EMPHASISING TIME AND AGAIN,

THAT EARLY AND CONTINUOUS INTERVENTION IN THE LIVES AND



TREATMENT OF CHILDREN WHO ARE IN TROUBLE OR IN NEED OR CARE
AND PROTECTION, IS THE ONLY EFFECTIVE WAY OF HELPING THEM TO
BECOME COMPETENT, SELF RELIANT INDIVIDUALS.

| AM PERSUADED THAT FROM THE COURTS’ POINT OF VIEW, THAT KIND
OF EARLY AND CONSISTENT INTERVENTION AND INVOLVEMENT CAN

BEST BE ACHIEVED BY A DEDICATED FAMILY COURT.

IT IS TIMELY TO SAY THIS NOW, BECAUSE THE PHYSICAL
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR SUCH A COURT CAN CONVENIENTLY BE

INCLUDED WITHIN THE NEW COURTS PROJECT.

THE LEGAL STRUCTURE AND JURISDICTION ARE FURTHER MATTERS OF
POLICY TO BE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED AND THAT PROCESS WILL BEGIN

IMMEDIATELY.

HAPPILY WE WILL NOT NEED TO BE COMPLETELY INNOVATIVE: THE
CONCEPT OF A FAMILY COURT IS WELL KNOWN IN OTHER
COMMONWEALTH JURISDICTIONS IN JAMAICA, BARBADOS AND OTHER
CARIBBEAN STATES WHICH SHARE SO MUCH IN COMMON WITH OUR

LEGAL AND JURIDICAL SYSTEMS.

AS A MATTER OF THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS IN THE NEW YEAR, |
INTEND TO INVITE THE HON. ATTORNEY GENERAL AND OTHER
INTERESTED PARTIES OF GOVERNMENT TO MEET TO CONSIDER THE

MATTER.



AT THE SAME TIME, THE YET TO BE IMPLEMENTED CHILDREN LAW WILL

NEED TO BE ADDRESSED IN THIS NEW CONTEXT.

DRUG COURT AND OTHER SENTENCING REFORMS

AS THE HON. ATTORNEY GENERAL ANNOUNCED EARLIER, THE LATEST
DRAFT OF THE WHITE PAPER BILLS IN RESPECT OF THE DRUG COURT IS
EXPECTED TO REACH CABINET ANY DAY NOW. SO TOO, THE DRAFT OF
THE MORE GENERAL BILL TO INTRODUCE THE OTHER SENTENCING

REFORMS.

WE ANTICIPATE THAT THESE MEASURES WILL HAVE THE KIND OF
FUNDAMENTAL IMPACT UPON THE REFORM OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE

SYSTEM WHICH HE ALSO MENTIONED.

LEGAL AID
AS ANTICIPATED AT LAST YEAR’S OPENING, DISCUSSIONS DID TAKE
PLACE WITH THE HON. ATTORNEY GENERAL AROUND A PROPOSED DRAFT

BILL TO REFORM THE LEGAL AID SYSTEM.

THE BILL, WHICH IS IN ITS THIRD DRAFT, WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF
RENEWED AND IMMEDIATE ATTENTION THIS YEAR. AN IMPORTANT
EARLY CONCERN IS TO AVOID ADOPTING A NEW SCHEME WHICH ITSELF
WOULD PROVE TOO CUMBERSOME AND EXPENSIVE TO ADMINISTER. THE

ANSWER MAY BE AN ENHANCEMENT ON THE EXISTING SYSTEM WHICH



DOES NOT INVOLVE SIGNIFICANT ADMINSTRATIVE EXPENSE AND

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE IN THAT REGARD.

COMMERCIAL DIVISION OF THE GRAND COURT

OVER THE LAST 2 YEARS OR SO, INFORMAL SUGGESTIONS HAVE BEEN
MADE TO THE EFFECT THAT WE SHOULD CONSIDER THE INTRODUCTION
OF A COMMERCIAL COURT. THE REASONS FOR THIS HAVE NOT BEEN
FULLY ARTICULATED BUT | DISCERN THE SENTIMENT, IN THE MAIN, IS
THAT SUCH A COURT WOULD HELP TO ENHANCE OUR IMAGE AS A

SOPHISTICATED FINANCIAL CENTER.

IMPLICITLY, IF NOT EXPRESSLY, THE FACT THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO
SIGNIFICANT DELAYS IN THE DISPOSAL OF THESE CASES HAS MEANT

THAT SUCH CONCERNS HAVE NOT FORMED PART OF THE RATIONALE.

INDEED, THE ABSENCE OF DELAYS IS A FACT TO BE EMPHASISED IN THE
CONTEXT OF OUR CONTINUING SUCCESS AS A FINANCIAL JURISICTION.
FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, | HAVE BEEN ABLE TO REPORT ON THESE
OCCASIONS THAT A TRIAL OF A COMPLEX CIVIL OR COMMERCIAL
MATTER CAN BE LISTED WITHIN 6 MONTHS OF COMMENCEMENT OF
ACTION AND OF ANY INVOLVED INTERLOCUTORY MATTER, WITHIN ONLY
6 WEEKS. THIS ALTHOUGH WE HAVE SEEN AN AVERAGE INTAKE OVER
THE SAME YEARS OF MORE THAN 700 SUCH CASES EACH YEAR. IN FACT

SINCE BEGINNING OF 1998, A TOTAL OF 5164 CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL



CASES HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN THE GRAND COURT. THIS IS AN
EXTRAORDINARY RATE OF DISPOSAL BY VIRTUE OF THE SIZE OF OUR
ESTABLISHMENT AND TAKING ACCOUNT ALSO OF THE SCOPE AND

VOLUME OF THE REST OF OUR BUSINESS.

THAT SAID, WE MAY NOT BECOME COMPLACENT BY SEEKING TO REST ON
OUR LAURELS AND IT SEEMS SENSIBLE THAT WE SHOULD PUT IN PLACE A
STRUCTURE THAT WILL ENSURE OUR CONTINUING ABILITY TO MAINTAIN
OR EVEN IMPROVE UPON OUR RATE OF DISPOSAL.

BUT EVEN THIS IS NOT A NEW THOUGHT: SOME OF YOU MAY RECALL MY
MENTIONING LAST YEAR THAT WE HAD ENGAGED MR. LIPSCHER - A MAN
OF WIDE EXPERIENCE IN COURTS ADMINISTRATION SPECIALIZING IN THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMERCIAL COURTS, HAVING DONE SO IN MANY
COUNTRIES. HE ALSO LECTURES ON THE SUBJECT AT PRINCETON

UNIVERSITY.

MR. LIPSCHER VISITED LAST YEAR BUT BECAUSE OF HIS PRIOR
COMMITMENTS IN OTHER JURISIDCTIONS, THE NECESSARY FURTHER
VISITS HAVE NOT YET HAPPENED. HIS INITIAL FINDINGS DID HOWEVER
CONFIRM WHAT WE ALREADY KNOW: WHICH IS THAT OUR CIVIL JUSTICE
ADMINISTRATION SYSTEM IS EFFICIENT AND THAT OUR DEDICATED
REGISTRY AND OTHER COURT STAFF DO IN THE MAIN, PROVIDE THE
LEVEL OF SUPPORT WHICH THE JUDGES NEED TO PERFORM THEIR

FUNCTIONS. MOREOVER, WE ALREADY HAVE A FULLY COMPUTERISED

10



COURT AT COURT 5, IN WHICH COMPLEX CASES CAN AND HAVE BEEN
TRIED WITH REMARKABLE FACILITY BECAUSE ALL DOCUMENTS ARE

ACCESSIBLE IN DIGITAL FORMAT.

THE CONCLUSION REACHED IS THAT MR. LIPSCHER SHOULD BE ENGAGED
TO ADVISE WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF ESTABLISHING ADMINISTRATIVE
DIVISIONS, INCLUDING A COMMERCIAL DIVISION, OF THE GRAND COURT.

THIS WILL OF COURSE BE DONE IN CONSULTATION WITH THE RULES
COMMITTEE WHOSE MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL BAR, AND THROUGH WHOM SOME OF YOU WILL

NO DOUBT WISH TO MAKE YOUR INDIVIDUAL VIEWS KNOWN.

COMPUTERISATION AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

THE LONG WAIT IN GETTING THIS PROJECT OFF THE GROUND WILL | AM
TOLD, REDOUND TO OUR ADVANTAGE BY VIRTUE OF THE BENEFITS WE
WILL NOW REAP FROM IMPROVED TECHNOLOGIES AND THE LESSONS TO
BE LEARNED FROM THE EXPERIENCES IN OTHER JURISDICTIONS. THIS,
WHILE ALSO BEARING IN MIND THAT A SPECIALIZED JUDICIAL AND
LEGAL WEBSITE OF THE KIND WE ENVISAGE IS STILL A NOVELTY EVEN IN
THE MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED COURTS SUCH AS THOSE IN

NEW YORK, SINGAPORE, HONG KONG AND JERSEY.

THE FULL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE WEB SITE ARE NOW BEING FINALISED

AND WILL BE ONE OF THE FIRST POSTINGS ON THE SITE, WHICH IN ITS
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FIRST STATIC STAGE, WILL BE OPERATIONAL BY END OF MARCH. WE
INVITE ALL THE FIRMS TO STUDY THIS DOCUMENT AND GIVE US YOUR
RESPONSES. HARD COPIES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE BY END OF THIS
MONTH. IN PARTICULAR WE WILL NEED TO SETTLE THE PROTOCOL FOR
ENCRYPTED ON-LINE ACCESS WHICH IS INTENDED FOR THE DYNAMIC
PHASES OF THE SITE AND WHICH IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED OVER THE NEXT

12 MONTHS.

THOSE OF YOU FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT THE PROJECT
OVER THE PAST YEARS, WILL RECALL THAT AT THE DYNAMIC INTER-
ACTIVE STAGES, THE WEB-SITE WHICH IS BEING DEVELOPED JOINTLY
WITH OTHERS INCLUDING PRIMARILY, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S
PORTFOLIO; WILL ALLOW FOR HYPER-LINKED ACCESS TO THE LAWS AND
LAW REPORTS; AND TO THE COURT’S COMPUTER SYSTEMS FOR THE
SEARCHING OF THE REGISTRY OF ACTIONS; FOR THE ELECTRONIC FILING
OF PLEADINGS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS; FOR ENCRYPTED ACCESS TO
CASE FILES; AND ULTIMATELY; FOR THE PAYMENT INTO COURT OF FEES,

FINES AND OTHER PAYMENTS.

PLEASE KEEP IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH OUR COURTS ADMINISTRATOR

ABOUT THIS POJECT.
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IN THE MEANTIME, THE J.E.M.S PROGRAMME FOR THE COMPUTERISED
MANAGEMENT OF THE CIVIL REGISTRY, IS WELL UNDERWAY AND THIS

WILL BE STREAMLINED WITH THE WEBSITE.

STATISTICAL OVERVIEW OF CASE DISPOSAL

THERE WERE 79 INDICTMENTS FILED IN 2005 IN THE GRAND COURT AND
WE WILL BE TAKING FORWARD 64 INDICTMENTS THIS YEAR, THE BULK OF
WHICH REPRESENT INTAKE FROM LAST YEAR AND SOME REMANETS, A
FEW GOING BACK AS FAR AS 2003. THIS LARGE NUMBER OF PENDING
INDICTMENTS IS AN IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF CONCERN AND SO IMMEDIATE
ACTION IS TO BE TAKEN. IF WE TAKE IN AS MANY IN 2006 AS WE DID IN
2005, WE WILL BE EXPERIENCING SEVERE DELAYS IN BRINGING CRIMINAL

CASES TO TRIAL.

TO PREVENT THAT UNACCEPTABLE STATE OF AFFAIRS, WE WILL BE
TAKING TWO TRIALS SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE GRAND COURT
COMMENCING ON THE 9™ INSTANT, WITH LISTINGS ALREADY IN PLACE
THROUGH JUNE OF THIS YEAR. THIS WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE

TROUBLING TREND HAS BEEN ARRESTED.

I AM ASSURED THAT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THESE TRIALS HAVE BEEN
MADE BY THE LISTING OFFICER WITH THE CROWN AND DEFENCE

ATTORNEYS AND EVERYTHING IS IN PLACE TO PROCEED.
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| HAVE ALREADY TOUCHED UPON THE CIVIL CASES AND NEED HERE
ONLY REPORT THAT THERE WERE 594 OF SUCH ACTIONS FILED LAST YEAR
UP FROM 495 IN 2004.

FOR THOSE OF US WHO MAY ATTACH SOME SIGNIFICANCE TO THE FACT,
DIVORCES WERE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH OF 200 IN 2005, UP FROM 171 IN

2004.

THE SUMMARY COURT

THE WORK IN THE SUMMARY COURT CONTINUED LARGELY IN KEEPING
WITH THE COMMENDABLE TREND OF THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS.
HOWEVER THERE IS NOW A DISCERNABLE NUMBER OF LAST YEAR’S
CASES STILL PENDING. THE REASON FOR THIS IS NOT YET CLEAR AS THIS
INFORMATION WAS CONFIRMED FOR ME ONLY OVERNIGHT, THANKS TO
THE EXTRA EFFORTS OF OUR DEPUTY CLERK OF COURTS MRS. COLLINS
AND TWO OF HER DEDICATED STAFF MEMBERS.

IT IS A MATTER WHICH | WILL BE EXAMINING WITH THE HON.
MAGISTRATES AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. I CAN SAY HOWEVER
THAT THERE WERE 5202 NEW CHARGES FILED IN 2005 - 3074 OF WHICH
WERE TRAFFIC CHARGES AND 2131 OF THE MORE SERIOUS AND USUAL

KIND, IN THE ORDINARY CRIMINAL DIVISION OF THE COURT.

IN THE YOUTH COURT, IT MIGHT BE WORTHY OF NOTE THAT THERE WERE
FILED 86 CHARGES, DOWN FROM 105 IN 2004 AND 163 IN 2003. THIS IS AN

ENCOURAGING TREND WHICH ONE CAN ONLY HOPE WILL CONTINUE. 116
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CASES IN CAYMAN BRAC WERE DEALT WITH IN PARTICULAR BECAUSE OF
AN EXTENDED SESSION CONDUCTED THERE BY MAGISTRATE RAMSAY-

HALE.

IN THE JUVENILE COURT, THERE WERE 29 CASES INVOLVING CHILDREN IN

NEED OF CARE AND PROTECTION DOWN FROM 40 IN 2004 AND 34 IN 2003.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

IN THIS CONTEXT IT IS PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE TO MENTION OUR
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE WHO CONTINUE TO BRING THEIR INSIGHTS TO
BEAR IN THE TREATMENT OF SOME OF OUR CHILDREN IN THE JUVENILE

COURT.

THIS IS AN INVOLVEMENT WHICH IS TO BE ENCOURAGED AS WE
CONTINUE TO RECOGNISE AND DEVELOP THE BENEFITS TO BE REALISED
FROM A JUSTICE SYSTEM WHICH IS COMMUNITY BASED. THIS IS AT THE
HEART OF WHAT IS MEANT BY RESTORATIVE JUSTICE - THE OBJECTIVE OF
THE MODERN THINKING THAT WILL DRIVE OUR ALTERNATIVE
SENTENCING AND TREATMENT PROGRAMMES, NOT ONLY FOR OUR
YOUTH OFFENDERS AND THOSE IN NEED OF CARE AND PROTECTION, BUT

ALSO THOSE ADULT OFFENDERS WHO PRESENT AS BEING AMENABLE.

THIS WILL BE SO EVEN WHILE THOSE LESS AMENABLE - THOSE WHO

OFFEND AT A VERY SERIOUS LEVEL OR PRESENT SOCIAL PROBLEMS OF A
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DIFFERENT ORDER - MUST BE DEALT WITH ACCORDING TO THE MORE

SEVERE STRICTURES OF THE LAW.

IN RESPECT OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IN THE
PROCESS - AND THERE ARE NOW 109 ON THE ROLL FOR GRAND CAYMAN
AND 27 FOR LITTLE CAYMAN AND CAYMAN BRAC - MY DIALOGUE WITH
THE CURRENT PRESIDENT OF THE JP’S ASSOCIATION, MR. CHISOLM, HAS
BEEN ONGOING AS IT WAS WITH HIS PREDECESSORS AND AS A RESULT, |
AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT A TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR THE
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE IS BEING DEVELOPED AND WILL BE DELIVERED

BY MAGISTRATE DONALDS.

COURT OF APPEAL

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL THERE WERE 24 CRIMINAL APPEALS AND 31
CIVIL APPEALS LAST YEAR, UP FROM 18 AND 31 RESPECTIVELY IN 2004
AND, AS A MATTER OF COMPARISON, LESS THAN ONE-THIRD THE ALL

TIME HIGH OF 76 AND 73 RESPECTIVELY TAKEN IN 1998.

PRIVY COUNCIL

IN 2005 THERE WERE 2 CRIMINAL APPEALS AND 3 CIVIL APPEALS TAKEN

TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL — AN AVERAGE NUMBER WHEN COMPARED TO

THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS.
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CONCLUSION

THAT CONCLUDES MY REVIEW OF THE BUSINESS OF THE COURTS FOR
2005. | WISH TO EXTEND ON BEHALF OF EVERYONE IN THE JUDICIAL
ADMINISTRATION - THE JUDGES, MAGISTRATES AND COURT STAFF - TO

ALL OF YOU, OUR VERY BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR.

| NOW FORMALLY DECLARE OPEN, IN ACCEDING TO THE MOTION, THE

BUSINESS OF THE COURTS FOR THE YEAR 2006.

BEFORE WE ADJOURN FOR OUR USUAL RECEPTION, | REMIND EVERYONE
THAT WE ARE TO ASSEMBLE ON THE FRONT STEPS OF THE BUILDING FOR
A GROUP PHOTOGRAPH WHICH WILL BE A FITTING REMINDER OF THE 30™
ANNIVERSARY, COMPLETED THIS PAST YEAR - AND ALREADY
MENTIONED BY THE ATTORNEY - OF THE GRAND COURT IN ITS MODERN

FORM. SEE LAW 8 OF 1975.

THE PHOTOGRAPH, THE DESIGNERS TELL ME, WILL ALSO SERVE AS A
SUITABLE WELCOME TO THE PUBLIC AT HOME AND ABROAD, TO THE

HOME PAGE OF OUR WEB-SITE.
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